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System Level Question Examples 

Adapted Los Angeles Unified School District in collaboration with Pivot Learning Partners-ICEL Checklist Appendix C 

Instruction, Curriculum, Environment, and Learner Data Analysis Reflective Questions 

Instruction Curriculum Environment Learner 

How is instructional decision-making regarding 

selection and use of materials, placement of 

student in materials implemented? 

Have we developed long range 

direction for instruction? 

Does the furniture/equipment support 

student learning in the classroom? 

Is the student engaged in the 

lesson? What can be done if not? 

Is the active-engaged-time utilized to the 

optimum? Beginning of class/lesson? End of 

class/lesson? 

Have we unpacked the WI State 

Standards to fully understand the 

intent? 

How does the physical arrangement of 

the room ensure student success? 

Is the student participating and 

sharing ideas during the lesson? If 

not, why? What can be done to 

accomplish this? 

Are evidence-based instructional strategies 

being utilized? 

Have we used the state standards 

to guide and align lessons/units? 

Are clear classroom expectations posted 

in the classroom? (behavior/academic) 

Is the problem due to the lack of 

academic skills? What are they? 

How is the check-for-understanding being 

done daily? 

Are the instructional materials 

standards based? 

Are grouping/management plans posted 

in the classroom and referred to daily? 

What is the level of confidence? 

How often is the frequency of 

interaction/reinforcement? 

Is the sequencing/arrangement 

of the content/instruction 

conducive to student learning? 

Does the class environment/setting 

promote peer interaction and support? 

How is the overall health 

(emotional/physical) well- being of 

the student? 

Are the communication of expectations and 

criteria for success (behavioral and academic) 

provided to the students? 

Is the pacing leading to desired 

outcomes? 

Is the daily schedule posted and referred 

to support student learning? 

How is the student’s relationship 

with peers, teacher(s)? 

Is direct instruction with explanations and 

criteria for success (behavioral and academic) 

of students consistently provided? 

Do we use assessment data  to  

assure students meet the 

expected benchmarks? 

Are the task pressures at a level which 

promoted academic rigor and success? 

Does student have an acceptance of 

responsibility as a learner? 

How effective is the sequencing of lesson 

design to promote success of all students? 

Is there a balance of skills vs. 

concepts? 

Does the classroom promote 

home/family/community supports? 

How is the student’s attitude and 

motivation to learn? 

How is differentiated instruction being 

implemented (behavioral and academic)? 

Have there been cross-curricular 

connections? 

Do students have a sense of safety? What is the level of confidence? 

Do we utilize Access Strategies (Academic 

Vocabulary, Cooperative Learning, Graphic 

Organizers, Instructional Conversation) on a 

daily basis? 

Are culturally relevant-responsive 

connections being made to 

curriculum? 

Are there peer relationships being 

fostered in class? Are student-teacher 

relationships established? 

How is the health/hygiene of 

student—physical, emotional?  

Have we tapped into the prior knowledge to 

engage all students? 

 Is the room a welcoming, warm 

atmosphere? 

What is the ability to attend or 

focus? 

 


