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Beliefs about Reading to Understand 

Read, think about, and discuss the following statements with your colleagues. Use these belief statements to spark 

conversation within your school team and begin to develop a common reading foundational belief system.  

 

Please read the following statements and, perhaps, write an A if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree with 

the statement.  Choose to discuss those beliefs that especially resonate with you.   

1.  All students need to be matched with appropriate texts they can read. 

2.  

Kindergarten students need to learn all their letters and sounds before they can begin to learn to read to 

understand.  

3.  Homogenous grouping is never okay. 

4.  In order to assess for deep understanding, sitting side-by-side with a child is necessary. 

5.  All young children need to be formally assessed for phonemic awareness. 

6.  A child can be a fluent reader of words and not understand the text. 

7.  Most vocabulary is learned through widespread reading. 

8.  Choice in what students read and how much they read impacts motivation and achievement. 

9.  Access to books needs to be accompanied with guidance. 

10.  

The easiest texts for English language learners to understand are those in which the concepts and vocabulary 

are familiar.   

11.  Having adequate background knowledge is a prerequisite for understanding text.  

12.  Children who read more nonfiction texts have higher reading comprehension. 

13.  Timed fluency tests are unnecessary to determine whether a student is a fluent reader.  
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14.  Students who constantly read books that are too hard for them regress as readers. 

15.  

Fluency means automaticity in all aspects of reading (phonemes, letters, cues) and does not include 

comprehension of the text read. 

16.  Homogenous grouping in the intermediate grades in beneficial to student achievement and self-esteem.   

17.  Oral retelling is not a good indicator of reading comprehension. 

18.  Summary writing is not appropriate for students below third grade. 

19.  Developing readers need to be in a reading group every day. 

20.  Guided reading is appropriate for kindergarten. 

21.  English language learners need separate instruction from mainstream students. 

22.  

Beginning language learners must be separated from the mainstream until they are able to communicate 

orally. 

23.  

There are only five elements of reading: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and 

comprehension. 

24.  In guided reading, it is appropriate for the teachers to supply many of the words. 

25.  Once children are readers, almost all of their reading should be done silently. 

26.  When children are reading at the independent reading level, they are reading 98 percent of the words.  

27.  

Students can move through levels in computerized reading programs without understanding what they are 

reading. 

28.  Competition and outside rewards motivate children to read more. 

29.  Young children can be taught to raise important questions about text. 

30.  Phonemic awareness is best learned through meaningful writing experiences. 
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31.  

Through approximating, practicing, and writing the sounds they hear in works students become better readers 

and writers.  

32.  The quantity of reading that students do positively influences their comprehension and fluency. 

33.  Students who read easy books most of the time continue to progress as readers. 

34.  New skills and strategies are most effectively taught through familiar texts. 

35.  Texts need to have a small challenge in order for students to problem solve and apply new learning. 

36.  Students who struggle need a double dose of excellent instruction. 

37.  Pull-in models work better than pull-out models when providing additional reading support. 

38.  Most intermediate grade students who struggle with reading struggle with phonics. 

39.  The more you focus on phonics, the better readers children become. 

40.  Reading Recovery is a research-based reading program. 

41.  Balanced Literacy is well grounded in research. 

42.  Reading strategies should be taught one on one in isolation. 

43.  Children who do not read well orally are poor comprehenders. 

44.  Children who are excellent comprehenders but are poor oral readers should focus on reading aloud.   

45.  Readers’ Theatre is one of the best ways to develop oral fluency. 

46.  Rereading is an excellent strategy when comprehension breaks down. 

47.  

Students need lots of shared reading experiences before they can be expected to generalize and apply their 

learning independently. 
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48.  Excellent readers need little teacher time and guidance. 

49.  In guided reading, the student is in charge and is expected to do most of the work. 

50.  Proficient readers apply strategies interactively rather than one at a time. 

51.  In guided reading, most of the reading should be silent. 

52.  Learning centers are often a waste of students’ and teachers’ time. 

53.  Worksheets have a scientific research base for improving instruction. 

54.  Students need to do lots of independent reading on self-selected texts.  


