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DESIGN OF CONTENT STANDARDS     <- Mark current status along the continuum -> 

Focus 

Curriculum is “mile-wide, inch-

deep.” Textbooks /resources 
developed before the CCSS drive 

focus of instruction and 

assessment. 

Teachers frequently supplement 

lessons and units to fill in what’s 
“missing from the past.” 

Teachers have surface level 

understanding and purpose of 

focus priorities for grade/course.  

Teachers give equal importance to 

all topics/concepts throughout year 

Instruction based on standards. Teachers 

teach and assess focused priorities at 

each grade level/course. Instruction in 

mathematical concepts is deep and 

sustained over time to ensure that 

students develop conceptual 

understanding.  

Rigor 

Majority of time spent on 

memorization, rote understanding 

of facts, algorithms and 

computational fluency 

Focus on procedural fluency, use of 

math tricks and shortcuts without 

conceptual understanding. 

Regular use of timed fact tests 

Strategies inconsistently addressed, 

mixed with algorithms 

Focus on conceptual and 

procedural fluency with majority of 

assessments assessing procedural 

fluency only 

Conceptual understanding built into 

every lesson. Strategies intentionally 

developed before introducing algorithms. 

Procedures and formulas grounded in 

conceptual understanding 

Consistent attention paid to developing 

all aspects of rigor: conceptual 

understanding, procedural skill & fluency, 

and application. 

Coherence 

Most topics/concepts taught and 

assessed in isolation within and 

across grade levels and courses. 

Topics /concepts within and across 

grade levels and courses 

inconsistently referenced. 

Teachers fully understand how topics 

connect for the goal of algebraic success. 

 Concepts intentionally linked and built 

upon within and across grades/courses. 

STANDARDS FOR MATHEMATICAL PRACTICE (SMPs)  <- Mark current status along the continuum -> 

Teacher 

understanding 

of Standards 

for 

Mathematical 

Practice 

(SMPs) 

Teachers have little or no awareness 

of SMPs, wider importance in field 

of mathematics, or connection to 

content standards 

Teachers are unclear of or have 

inconsistent views of what 

proficiency in SMPs looks like for 

students they teach 

Teachers have surface level 

understanding of SMPs, importance 

in field of mathematics, and 

connection to content standards 

Teachers can list 1 or 2 examples of 

what proficiency in SMPs looks like 

in limited contexts for students they 

teach  

Teachers have deep understanding 

of SMPs, their importance in field of 

mathematics, and connection to 

content standards 

Teachers know what SMP 

proficiency looks like for students 

they teach and able to discern 

subtle differences in student levels 

of use and understanding across 

multiple contexts 

Opportunity 

for students 

to engage in 

Standards for 

Mathematical 

Practice 

(SMPs) 

Infrequent or isolated opportunities 

provided for students to engage in 

SMPs  

AND  

Use of SMPs independent of or 

linked inappropriately to content 

standards 

Occasional opportunities provided 

for students to engage in SMPs  

OR 

Sufficient opportunities provided 

but SMPs not linked to content 

standards 

Ample, planned opportunities 

provided for students to engage in 

SMPs in each lesson 

AND  

Use of SMPs fully integrated with 

and logically connected to content 

standards 

SIR ALIGNMENT 

 Use universal curriculum and instruction based on the Wisconsin State standards or local standards. 

 Deliver universal curriculum and instruction based on grade-level / course benchmarks 

 Use research-based practices and / or programs within out universal curriculum and instruction. 


